3. Qual mormorio soave

Qual mormorio soave
D'aura tra frond’ e fronde,

Dolc’armonia d'angelico concento!

Quetasi I'aere e 'l vento.

Che tace il tutto e risonar sol “Ave”

S'ode; e sola risponde
Candida verginella:
“Ecco, Signor, l'ancella

A cui per obedir nulla gli & grave.”

O che lieta novella,

Perché pareggi homai la terra e ’] cielo;
Vergina Donna a Dio di se fa velo.

—Anon. (Madrigal)

That soft murmuring

of the breeze between the leaves,
angelic concord of sweet harmony!
The air and winds become still

so that all is silent and one only
hears resound “Ave;”

the pure maiden alone replies:
“Behold, Lord, your handmaiden, to
whom nothing is too severe for me to obey.”
O what glad tidings,

for at last carth and heaven are equal,
the Virgin Lady conceals God within hersell
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