
St. John Passion: Jesus is arrested in the Garden of Gethsamane. Just prior to this chorale, he tells the 
people arresting him that since he is the person they seek, they should let his companions go.    

O great love, o love beyond measure, that brought You 

to this path of martyrdom! I lived with the world in delight and joy, and You had to suffer.

--Verse 7



St. John Passion: Pilate asks what Jesus has done to be brought before the secular 
authority for judgment. Jesus replies that his kingdom is not of this world.

1. Ah great King, great for all times,

how can I sufficiently proclaim this love? No human's heart, however, 

can conceive of a fit offering to You.

2. I cannot grasp with my mind,

how to imitate Your mercy. How can I then repay 

Your deeds of love with my actions?

--Verses 8 and 9
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St. Matthew Passion: Jesus tells his disciples that he is about to be 
handed over to the authorities, and that he will be crucified.

Heart's beloved Jesus, how have you transgressed, that such a harsh sentence 

has been pronounced? What is the crime, of what kind of misdeed are you accused?

--Verse 1
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St. Matthew Passion: Jesus arrives at Gethsemane and asks three of his disciples to stay awake with him, 
for his soul is weary.  

Tenor solo: O pain!
Here the tormented heart trembles;
how it sinks down, how his face pales!
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Choir: What is the cause of all this trouble?

Tenor solo: The Judge leads him before judgment.
No comfort, no helper is there.

Choir: Alas! My sins have struck you down;

--Verse 3



Tenor solo: He suffers all the torments of Hell, he must pay for the crimes of others.

Choir: I, alas, Lord Jesus, have earned this, what you suffer,



Tenor solo: Ah! If my love for you, my Savior, could diminish or bring aid 

to your trembling and your despair, how gladly would I stay here!



St. Matthew Passion: The crowd cries out that Barabbas should be released. 
Pilate asks what he should do with Jesus. The crowd replies, Crucify him!  

How strange is this punishment! The Good Shepherd suffers for the sheep.

The Lord, the Righteous One, atones for the crime on his servant's behalf.

--Verse 4
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