


Secular vocal 

Canzonette, libro primo, 3vv (Venice, 1584), sv1–21 [1584] 

Madrigali, libro primo, 5vv (Venice, 1587), sv23–39 [1587] 

Il secondo libro de madrigali, 5vv (Venice, 1590), sv40–59 [1590] 

Il terzo libro de madrigali, 5vv (Venice, 1592), sv60–74 [1592] 

Il quarto libro de madrigali, 5vv (Venice, 1603), sv75–93 [1603] 

Il quinto libro de madrigali, 5vv, bc (Venice, 1605), sv 94–106 [1605] 

Scherzi musicali di Claudio Monteverde, raccolti da Giulio Cesare Monteverde suo fratello, 3vv (Venice, 
1607²¹), sv230–45 [1607] 

Il sesto libro de madrigali, 5vv, con uno dialogo, 7vv, bc (Venice, 1614), sv107–16 [1614] 

Concerto: settimo libro de madrigali, con altri generi de canti, 1–4, 6vv (Venice, 1619), sv117–45 [1619] 

Lamento d’Arianna … con due lettere amorose in genere rapresentativo (Venice, 1623), sv22, 141, 142 [1623] 

Scherzi musicali cioè arie, & madrigali in stil recitativo, con una ciaccona … raccolti da Bartholomeo Magni, 1, 
2vv, bc (Venice, 1632), sv246–51 [1632] 
Madrigali guerrieri, et amorosi con alcuni opuscoli in genere rappresentativo, che saranno per brevi episodii frà 
i canti senza gesto. Libro ottavo, 1–8vv, insts, bc (Venice, 1638), sv146–67 [1638] 

Madrigali e canzonette … Libro nono, 2, 3vv (Venice, 1651), sv168–78 [1651] 

Works in 159415, 1597¹³, 1605¹², G. de Wert: Il duodecimo libro de madrigali, 4–7vv (Venice, 1608; only B 
partbook survives), G.B. Camarella: Madrigali et arie (Venice, ?1623), 1624¹¹, C. Milanuzzi: Quarto scherzo 
delle ariose vaghezze … con una cantata, & altre arie del Signor Monteverde, e del Sig. Francesco suo figliolo, 
1v, bc (Venice 1624 [lost], 1624), 16347 







Stracciami pur il core (from Third Book of Madrigals, 1592) 
Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 

Poem by Giovanni Battista Guarini (1538—1612) 

Stracciami pur il core; 
ragion è ben, ingrate, 
che se t’ho troppo amato 
porti la pena del commesso errore. 
Ma perchè stracci fai de la mia fede? 
Che colpa ha l’innocente? 
Se la mia fiamma ardente 
non merita mercede, 
ah, non la merta il mio fedel servire? 
Ma straccia pur, crudele: 
non può morir d’amor alma fedele. 
Sorgerà nel morir quasi fenice 
la fede mia piú bella e piú felice.  

Tear out my heart, then; 
It’s right, indeed, ungrateful man, 
that if I have loved you too much 
I must bear the pain of the fault 
committed. 
But why do you make rags of my faith? 
What blame falls on the innocent? 
If my ardent passion 
merits no reward, 
surely my faithful service deserves it? 
But tear away, you cruel creature: 
a faithful lover cannot die of love. 
In dying, my lovelier and happier faith, 
like the phoenix, will rise again.   





















































Volgea l’anima mia (from Fourth Book of Madrigals, 1603) 
Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 

Poem by Giovanni Battista Guarini (1538—1612) 

Volgea l’anima mia soavemente 
Quell suo caro, e lucente 
Sguardo, tutto beltà, tutto desire, 
Verso me scintillando. 
E parea dire: 
“Dam’ il tuo cor,  
Che non altrond’ io vivo.” 

E mentre il cor sen vola ove l’invita 
Quella beltà infinita, 
Sospirando gridai: 
“Misero e privo del cor, 
Chi mi dá vita?” 

Mi rispos’ ella in un sospir d’amore: 
“Io, che son il tuo core.” 

My beloved gently turned 
That dear and radiant 
Glance, full of beauty, full of desire, 
Towards me sparklingly, 
And seemed to say: 
“Give me your heart,  
for nothing else gives me life.” 

And while my heart flew to where it was invited 
By that infinite beauty, 
Sighing I cried out: 
“Unhappy one, and deprived of my heart, 
Who will give me life?” 

She answered me with a loving sigh: 
“I, for I am your heart.” 
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Non più guerra 
(from Fourth Book of Madrigals, 1603) 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 
Poem by Giovanni Battista Guarini (1538—1612) 

Non piú querra, pietate, 
pietate, occhi miei belli, 
occhi miei trionfanti! A che v’armate 
contr’un cor ch’è già preso, e vi si rende? 
Ancidete I rubella, 
ancidete chi s’arma e si difende, 
non chi, vinto, v’adora. 
Volete voi ch’io mora? 
Morrò pur vostro; e del morir l’affanno 
sentirò sì, ma sarà vostro il danno. 

No more fighting – mercy, 
mercy, lovely eyes of mine, 
triumphant eyes! Why do you take up arms 
against a heart already taken & surrendered? 
Slaughter the rebels, 
slaughter him who arms and defends himself, 
not him who, conquered, adores you. 
You want me to die? 
Then yours I shall die; and the torment of 
dying 
I shall certainly feel, but the loss will be 
yours. 



Non più guerra, pietate
Quarto libro de madrigali

Claudio Monteverdi (1567 – 1643)
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Cruda Amarilli 
(from Fifth Book of Madrigals, 1605) 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 
Poem by Giovanni Battista Guarini (1538—1612) 

Cruda Amarilli, 
Che col nome ancora 
D’amar, ahi lasso! amaramente insegni; 
Amarilli, del candido ligustro 
Più candida e più bella, 
Ma dell’aspido sordo 
E più sorda, e più fera e più fugace, 
Poi che col dir t’offendo, 
I’ mi morrò tacendo. 

Cruel Amaryllis, 
The one whose name teaches one 
To love, alas! Bitterly; 
Amaryllis, than the white lily 
More white, and more beautiful, 
But than the mute asp 
More mute and more fierce and more fleeting, 
Since speaking I offend you, 
I shall die silently. 
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Chiome d’oro 
(from Seventh Book of Madrigals, 1619) 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 
Poet unknown 

Chiome d’oro, bel tesoro, 
tu mi leghi in mille modi 
se t’annodi, se ti snodi. 
     Candidette perle elette, 
se le rose che coprite 
discoprite, mi ferrite. 
     Vive stelle che sì belle 
e sì vaghe risplendete, 
se ridete m’ancidete. 
     Preziose amorose 
coralline labbra amate, 
se parlate mi beate. 
     O bel nodo per cui godo, 
o soave uscir di vita,
o gradita mia ferita!

Golden tresses, lovely treasures, 
you bind me in a thousand ways, 
whether you bind me or unbind me. 
     Choice little white pearls. 
If the roses covering you 
uncover, you wound me. 
     Twinkling stars that so beautifully 
and so prettily shine forth, 
if you laugh you kill me.  
     Precious loving 
corals lips beloved, 
if you speak you bless me. 
     O lovely knot all my delight, 
O sweet leaving of life, 
O welcome wound of mine.  







Repeat this line!





























Hor che’l ciel e la terra 
(from Eighth Book of Madrigals, 1638) 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 
Poem by Francesco Petrarca (1304-1374) 

Prima parte: 
Hor che ‘l ciel e la terra e ‘l vento tace 
e le fere e gli augelli il sonno affrena, 
Notte il carro stellato in giro mena 
e nel suo letto il mar senz’onda giace: 

Veglio, penso, ardo, piango  
e chi mi sface sempre m’è innanzi 
per mia dolce pena. 

Guerra è il mio stato, d’ira e di duol 
piena, 
e sol di lei pensando ho qualche pace. 

Now that sky, earth and wind are silent  
and sleep immobilizes beasts and birds, 
while Night circles in her starry chariot  
and the sea lies waveless in its bed: 

I awake, I think, I burn, I weep,  
and she that undoes me is always before me 
to my sweet sorrow.  

War is my condition, full of anger and grief,  
and only in thinking of her do I find some peace. 



Hor che'l ciel
Ottavo libro di madrigali (1638)

Claudio Monteverdi (1567 – 1643)Francesco Petrarca (1304 – 1374), Canzoniere
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Dramatic 

SV Title Genre, acts Libretto First performance 

— Gli amori di Diana ed 
Endimione ballo Mantua, ? carn. 1604–5 

318 Orfeo favola in musica, 
prol, 5 A. Striggio (ii) Mantua, ducal palace, 24 

Feb 1607 
245 De la bellezza le dovute lodi ballo ?F. Gonzaga unknown 

291 Arianna tragedia in musica, 1 O. Rinuccini Mantua, ducal palace, 28 
May 1608 

167 Mascherata dell’Ingrate ballo Rinuccini Mantua, ducal palace, 4 
June 1608 

145 Tirsi e Clori ballo ?Striggio Mantua, ducal palace, Jan 
1616 

— Le nozze di Tetide favola marittima S. Agnelli
— Andromeda favola in musica E. Marigliani Mantua, carn. 1619–20 

— Apollo ballo Striggio Mantua, probably ducal 
palace, Feb 1620 

153 Combattimento di Tancredi 
e Clorinda 

opuscolo in genere 
rappresentativo 

T. Tasso: Gerusalemme
liberata (xii. 52–62, 64–8)

Venice, Palazzo 
Mocenigo, carn. 1624 

— Armida abbandonata Tasso: Gerusalemme 
liberata (xvi. 40ff) 

— La finta pazza Licori op, 5 G. Strozzi

— Mercurio e Marte torneo regale Achillini Parma, Farnese, 21 Dec 
1628 

323 Proserpina rapita anatopismo Strozzi Venice, Palazzo 
Mocenigo, April 1630 

154 Volgendo il ciel/Movete al 
mio bel suon ballo Rinuccini Vienna, imperial palace, 

?30 Dec 1636 

325 Il ritorno d’Ulisse in patria dramma per musica, 
prol, 3 

G. Badoaro, after Homer:
Odyssey

Venice, S Cassiano, carn. 
1639–40 

— Vittoria d’Amore balletto B. Morando Piacenza, citadella, 7 Feb 
1641 

— Le nozze d’Enea in Lavinia tragedia di lieto fine, 
prol, 5 

Venice, SS Giovanni e 
Paolo, carn. 1640–41 

308 
L’incoronazione di Poppea 
[La coronatione di Poppea; 
Il Nerone] 

opera 
reggia/dramma 
musicale, prol, 3 

G.F. Busenello, after 
Tacitus; Suetonius; Dio 
Cassius; and pseudo-Seneca 

Venice, SS Giovanni e 
Paolo, carn. 1642–3; rev. 
Naples, 1651 

— Gli Argonauti mascherata Achillini Parma, March 1628 

— Prologue [Teti e Flora], 5 
intermedi 

intermedi [for a perf. 
Of Aminta 

A. Pio di Savoia (prol);
Achillini

Parma, courtyard of S 
Pietro Martire, 1628 





Opening Sinfonia and Coro di feaci 
(from Il ritorno di Ulisse in Patria, 1639-40) 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 











Pur ti miro 
(from L’incoronazione di Poppea, 1642-43) 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 
Libretto by G.F. Businello 

Pur ti miro, pur ti stringo,  
pur ti godo, pur t’annodo. 
più non peno, più non moro, 
O mia vita, o mio tesoro.  
     Io son tua, speme mia 
dillo dí l’idol mio,  
tu sei pur, si mio ben,  
sí mio cor, mia vita, sí.  

I adore you, I embrace you, 
I desire you, I enchain you. 
no more grieving, no more sorrow, 
O my dearest, O my beloved. 
     I am yours, O my love, 
tell me so, you are mine, 
mine alone, O my love. 
Feel my heart, see my love, see. 







































Toccata 
(from Orfeo, Favola in Musica, 1607) 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 
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Sacred and devotional 

Sacrae cantiunculae … liber primus, 3vv (Venice, 1582), sv207–29 [1582] 

Madrigali spirituali, 4vv (Brescia, 1583; only B partbook survives), sv179–89 [1583] 

Sanctissimae Virgini missa senis vocibus ad ecclesiarum choros ac vesperae pluribus decantandae cum 
nonnullis sacris concentibus, ad sacella sive principum cubicula accommodata, 1–3, 6–8, 10vv, insts, bc 
(Venice, 1610), sv205–6 [1610] 

Selva morale e spirituale (Venice, 1640–41), sv252–88 [1641] 

Messa, 4vv, et salmi, 1–8vv, concertati, e parte da cappella, & con le Letanie della B.V. (Venice, 1650), 
sv19–204 [1650] 

Works in 1615¹³, G.B. Ala: Primo libro delli concerti ecclesiastici, 1–4vv, org (Milan, 1618), 1620³, 16204, 
16214, 1622², 1624², 1625¹, 1625², 1626³, 16274, 16295, 1645³, 1651², P.F. Böddecker: Sacra partitura, 1v 
(Strasbourg, 1651) 





Domine ad adiuvandum 
(from 1610 Vespers) 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 

Deus in adiutorium meum intende. 

Domine ad adiuvandum me festina. 

Gloria Patri, et filio, et spiritui sancto. Sicut 
erat in principio et nunc at semper, 
et in secula seculorum. Amen 

Alleluia. 

O God, come to my assistance. 

O Lord, make haste to help me. 

Glory be to the father, and to the son, and to 
the  
holy spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now 
and  
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Alleluia. 
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Lauda Jerusalem 
(from 1610 Vespers) 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 
Psalm 147 

Lauda, Ierusalem, Dominum: 
lauda Deum tuum, Sion. 
Quoniam confortavit seras portarum tuarum; 
benedixit filiis tuis in te. 
Qui posuit fines tuos pacem, 
et adipe frumenti satiat te. 
Qui emittit eloquium suum terrae: 
velociter currit sermo eius. 
Qui dat nivem sicut lanam: 
nebulam sicut cinerem spargit. 
Mittit crystallum suum sicut bucellas: 
ante faciem frigoris eius quis sustinebit? 
Emittet verbum suum, et liquefaciet ea: 
flabit spiritus eius, et fluent aquae. 
Qui annuntiat verbum suum Iacob: 
iustitias et iudicia sua Israel. 
Non fecit taliter omni nationi: 
et iudicia sua non manifestavit eis. 
Gloria Patri… 

Praise the Lord, o Jerusalem: 
praise thy God, O sion, for he hath 
strengthened the bars of your gates: 
he hath blessed thy children within theel 
He maketh peace in thy borders,  
and filleth thee with the finest of the wheat. 
He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth: 
his word runneth  very swiftly. 
He giveth snow like wool: 
he scattereth the cloud like ashes. 
He casteth forth his ice like morsels: 
who will stand before his cold? 
He will send out his word andmelt them: he will 
cause his wind to blow and the w aters will flow. 
He sheweth his word into Jacob, 
His statutes and judgments unto Israel. 
He hath not dealt so with any nation: 
and he has not shown his judgments to them. 
Glory be to the father… 
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È questa vita un lampo 
(from Selva Morale, 1640) 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 
Poem by Angelo Grillo 

È questa vita un lampo (Angelo Grillo) 
È questa vita un lampo  
Ch'all'apparir dispare  
In questo mortal campo.  

Che se miro il passato,  
E già morto il futuro ancor non nato, 
Il presente sparito  
Non ben ancor apparito. 

Ahi, lampo fuggitivo: 
e sì m'alletta, 
e dopp' il lampo 
pur vien la saetta.  

This life is a lightning-bolt 
which disappears even as it stikes, 
in this mortal realm. 

For, if I look at the past,  
It is already dead; the future not yet born, 
The present vanished 
Not yet having really appeared. 

Ah, fleeing lightning,  
you attract me,  
yet after the flash 
comes the bolt of thunder 



Claudio MonteverdiAngelo Grillo

A 5

Selva morale et spirituale (1640/41)
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A 5

Selva morale et spirituale (1640/41)
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Magnificat I 
(from Selva Morale, 1640) 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 
Luke 1:46-55 

Magnificat 
Magnificat anima mea Dominum. 
Et exsultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari 
meo. 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae:  
ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes 
generationes. 

Because he hath regarded the low estate of his 
handmaiden: for behold: henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed. 

Quia fecit mihi magna, 
qui potens est, 
et sanctum nomen ejus. 

For he has done for megreat things, 
He who is powerful, 
and holy is his name. 

Et misericordia ejus a progenie in progenies 
timentibus eum. 

And his mercy is on them from generation to 
generation that fear him. 

Fecit potentiam in brachio suo: 
dispersit superbos mente 
cordis sui. 

He hath shown strength with his arm: 
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination 
of their hearts. 

Deposuit potentes de sede, 
et exaltavit humiles. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seats, 
and exalted those of low degree. 

Esurientes implevit bonis: 
et divites dimisit inanes. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

Suscepit Israel puerum suum 
recordatus misericordiae. 
Sicutus locutus est ad patres nostros, 
Abraham et semini ejus in saecula. 

He hath helped his servant Israel, 
remembering his mercy. 
As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed, forever. 

Gloria Patri... Glory be to the Father... 



Magnificat Primo
Selva morale e spirituale (1640/41)

à 8 voci & due violini & quattro viole overo quattro

trombone quali in accidente si ponno lasciare
1643)‒ Claudio Monteverdi (1567 
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Magnificat Primo
Selva morale e spirituale (1640/41)

à 8 voci & due violini & quattro viole overo quattro

trombone quali in accidente si ponno lasciare
1643)‒ Claudio Monteverdi (1567 
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Monteverdi published alto II and bass II without text, to be played by viols. Alto II, Bass II, and Viola/Trombone II and III are editorial additions,

partly adapted from CPDL #18261 by Diana Thompson.
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Lauda Jerusalem 
(from Messa et psalmi…1650) 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567—1642) 
Psalm 147 

 

Lauda, Ierusalem, Dominum: 
lauda Deum tuum, Sion. 
Quoniam confortavit seras portarum tuarum; 
benedixit filiis tuis in te. 
Qui posuit fines tuos pacem, 
et adipe frumenti satiat te. 
Qui emittit eloquium suum terrae: 
velociter currit sermo eius. 
Qui dat nivem sicut lanam: 
nebulam sicut cinerem spargit. 
Mittit crystallum suum sicut bucellas: 
ante faciem frigoris eius quis sustinebit? 
Emittet verbum suum, et liquefaciet ea: 
flabit spiritus eius, et fluent aquae. 
Qui annuntiat verbum suum Iacob: 
iustitias et iudicia sua Israel. 
Non fecit taliter omni nationi: 
et iudicia sua non manifestavit eis. 
Gloria Patri… 

Praise the Lord, o Jerusalem: 
praise thy God, O sion, for he hath 
strengthened the bars of your gates: 
he hath blessed thy children within theel 
He maketh peace in thy borders,  
and filleth thee with the finest of the wheat. 
He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth: 
his word runneth  very swiftly. 
He giveth snow like wool: 
he scattereth the cloud like ashes. 
He casteth forth his ice like morsels: 
who will stand before his cold? 
He will send out his word andmelt them: he will 
cause his wind to blow and the w aters will flow. 
He sheweth his word into Jacob, 
His statutes and judgments unto Israel. 
He hath not dealt so with any nation: 
and he has not shown his judgments to them. 
Glory be to the father… 

 



Lauda Jerusalem Dominum
a 5 voci

Messa a quattro voci et Salmi (1651)

Claudio Monteverdi (1567 – 1643)
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