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Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672): Selve beate, from ‘Il prima libro dei madrigali a cinque voci’ 
Poem by Giovanni Battista Guarini 

 
 
Selve beate, 
Se sospirando in flebili sussurri 
A nostro lamentar vi lamentaste, 
Gioite e tante lingue sciogliete, 
Quante frondi scherzano al suon di queste, 
Piene del gioir nostro aure ridenti. 

Blessed woods, 
If sighing in faint whispers 
you lamented to our lamenting: 
Rejoice and loosen many tongues, 
as many as branches play at the sound of these 
Laughing breezes, full of our joy. 

 




